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Committee of the Whole Agenda
Monday, March 7, 2022, 6:45 pm 

#174-22 Discussion with the Planning Department regarding the 
MBTA Communities Act
THE PLANNING DEPARTMENT requesting a discussion with the 
City Council to inform it about the MBTA Communities Act, 
section 3A c. 40A.





Preliminary discussion
of the implementation and implications

of the MBTA Communities Act
for Waban and Newton







Newton is defined as a MBTA Community 
with Subway/Light Rail Service

Newton is required to provide a Zoning capacity of 25% of its 2020 Census 
Housing Stock = 8,330 dwelling units.









If Newton is required to zone
for a unit capacity of 8,330 units

with a minimum density of 15 units/acre 
then a by right MF zoning district
would be a minimum of 694 acres

(including 25% land area for public rights-of-way).



Land Areas surrounding MBTA Transit Hubs






















